Genetic Programs in Quebec
Your Opinion is Important
During Spring 2008, the « Comité consultatif provincial (CCP) » asked MAPAQ to survey PATBQ and bull test station users with the goal of improving the different genetic programs offered. No sooner said than done. Of the 669 mailings, 336 answers were returned to the ministry last June, corresponding to a 50% responses rate.  What are the interests of those users?  How do they use genetic programs and how important are they for them? Briefly, here are the answers of those 336 farms and their concerns. 
Portrait of the Typical Farm
· Average of 79 cows
· 51% raised purebred cattle (PB)

· 49% raised commercial cattle (C)

· 76% own a scale (84% PB – 68% C)
· 87% own a squeeze chute
· 66% own a corral (62% PB – 71% C)
· 81% of PB farms use artificial insemination compared to 47% of C farms; 47% of their respective cows are inseminated
· Own 3 to 4 bulls from which an average of 2.3 are attested by MAPAQ and 1.5 none
· Those bulls originate from Quebec (86%) and are marketed, equally, at the farm or through station auction
Profile of the Respondents
84% are active on PATBQ
61 (18%) of the 336 farms are registered to the PATBQ supervised version
87% raised their own replacement heifers
47% buy replacement heifers
Buying criteria, male or female (1 = very important): 
1 – Conformation; 2 – EPD; 3 – Index; 4 – Price; and 5 – ABC

58% would like more information about bovine genetics
Importance of PATBQ and Genetic
	
	Farms

	
	Purebred
	Commercial

	Why did you join PATBQ?

Order of importance: 
	1. Genetic Selection
2. Technical Management
	1. Technical Management
2. Genetic Selection

	
	3. Transmission of data to ATQ

	The supervised version is credible. Yes:
	39%

	When you buy a bull, it is important that the bull has been evaluated at the supervised version 
	35%
	60%

	The services of an adviser are prefered:
	69%
	76%

	The delay of the information returns are :
	Appropriate: 63%

Too long: 22%

	Do you know ABC? Yes: 
Do you use ABC? Yes: 
	48%
14%
	42%
20%

	Order of importance of the genetic information used at the farm:
	1. EPD
2. Index
3. Ratio
	1. Index
2. EPD

3. ABC

	Order of importance of the technical / economical information used at the farm:
	1. Weaning weight
2. Birth weight
3. ADG
	1. ADG
2. Weaning weight
3. Birth weight

	Which information should be added to an on-farm control?
	1. Conformation

2. Estimation of meat yield


For or Against Station?

More than half of the respondents use bull test stations (55%) and agree that this is the right place to evaluate the genetic potential of a bull (68%). Sixty-four percent of purebred breeders send an average of 7.5 bulls to the station and 69% of commercial producers buy there. Although bulls are sometime a little fat (23%), they are generally in good condition (64%) and are of good quality (81%). The evaluation method of maternal breeds raises questions and close to half of the participants wish that ABC, meat yield estimation and feed efficiency be added to the compiled data.
Gold Bull, Blue Bull
The summerized data show that commercial producers allow more importance to superior genetic attestation than purebred breeders. Generally, everyone requests to see the attestation when buying a bull, and the majority (86%) affirm that there must be qualification rules for all superior genetic bulls from which the most important criteria should be: 
1. Conformation;

2. ADG;

3. Bull temperament.

Close to half of the respondents wish that there were different rules between paternal and maternal breeds concerning definition of a superior genetic bull.

What now?
The CCP will consider the results of this survey in the revision process of the genetic programs currently in use in Quebec.  Moreover, a study concerning body density (meat yield estimation) was realized by MAPAQ last summer. This study demonstrates that we should be very prudent with the utilization of this information within selection programs.
_____________________________

For the interested people, complete results of this survey and a report on body density are available on Agri-Réseau at www.agrireseau.qc.ca. 

