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It’s a Changing World 



It’s a world where … 

✓ Perceptions are real … & facts  are 
negotiable

✓ The gap between ‘science’ and 
‘science fiction’ is getting narrower 

…

✓ Yet the gap between ‘urban &rural’, 
and ‘East & West’ is widening

✓ The ‘world of abundance’ is being 
replaced by ‘a period of scarcity’

✓ We need to build infrastructure … 
but NIMBY



✓ Water, land, air, and food are interlinked

✓ ‘Environmental stewardship/sustainability’ is as important 
to consumers as ‘nutrition and food safety’ 

✓ Green energy is the future …  but I need diesel fuel now!

✓ Our food has never been safer … yet consumers have 
never been more concerned

✓ The ‘AAA’s driving the global food system

o Availability

o Accessibility 

o Affordability



✓  Sustainability, supply chain and software are three 
important ‘S-words’ driving business

✓ “I need a job” is being replaced by “I can’t find labour”

✓ Cashflow is king … and inflation is concerning

✓ ‘Polarization’ is growing … and concerning!

o We seem to know what we’re against … but what are we for!!

o Anger is elevating

✓ Everyone (and every country / province)                       is 
focused on ‘what’s best for me’ … today



✓ People love ‘new and innovation’ … almost as much as 
they despise change

✓ There’s no failure to innovate … but there is a failure to 
communicate.

✓ Lawyers, courtrooms and insurance influence/drive 
decision making

✓  Transparency is not only expected … it’s demanded

✓  ‘Values’ are as important as ‘value’

    Trust is diminishing 
               … in everything



It’s a changing world! 



Proud to be in 
Agriculture





3.5 days - 3,600,000 loaves of bread
“No time in history has so few fed so many … and at so little cost  

We grow food and feed people



We feed people



We create jobs



We are a 
solution to climate change

Agriculture is an industry that can sequester more carbon than 
what Mother Nature’s already sequestering



Farmers are Super Heroes

Who else can feed the planet 
AND 

save it at the same time? 





Game 
Changers



1.  Covid-19
➢ Reconnected public to food

➢ Challenged supply chains

➢ Who do you trust?

➢ Enhanced attraction to a 

     rural lifestyle and real estate

 We’re done with the Covid pandemic … 
but is it done with us?

















Only a handful of 
countries can feed a 

hungry world

Canada has 
opportunity to 

leverage its position 
and China’s challenge





4.  Geopolitical Issues









5.  China



A Few 
Thoughts on 

China

• More households >$25,000

• Food security #1 priority

• Relationship with Russia & South America

• Dependent on US allied countries for 
meat, dairy and oilseeds

• Soil health, water and pollution

• Disease

• Focus on technology



6.  Sustainability



Sustainability is changing the food system

The Public wants to know:

✓ How are you treating the 
environment?

✓ How are you managing manure? 
… and nitrogen?

✓ Are you treating animals 
humanely?

✓ Do you have a traceability 
program I can trust? 

✓What’s your carbon / GHG goals? 

Moved from 
‘climate change’ 

to ‘climate action’











7. Inflation, Debt & Interest Rates



8.  Labour



Forces of 
Change 

impacting 
trade 1. Globalization of trade has stalled

2. Capital investments have dropped and 
are decelerating 

3. Protectionism

4. Rising costs

9.



Creating 
an edge 

for 
Canadian 
products 

• Make better products

• Make more sustainable products

• Make them more accessible

• Fit the agenda of the buyers

• ‘Show up’ in markets – be there lots



• The period we experienced in 
the last 30 years is gone … and 
never returning. 

• Millenniums and Gen Z will 
soon be managing people

• 4-day work week on the horizon

• Wild pigs is a huge issue



The Future



The Farm
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



The Future - Farm

Regenerative



The Future - Farm

Indoor



The Future - Farm

Non-traditional



The Importance of Pets



The Future - Genomics



The Future - Digital







The Future - Biologicals



Bioplastics and 
Pharmaceuticals



The Future - Carbon

Carbon Market



It’s a changing world! 



Contemplations



1.

Perception 
Problem



• Everyone thinks they know 
agriculture

•  Rarely mentioned … bad

•  Live in our own den 
• East / West 

•  Seldom invited to the table

•  Scared of smell 



Innovation 
Powerhouse



Telephone - 1874

Canadarm - 1981
Blackberry

1996

Insulin - 1921 Basketball - 1891

Canadian 
Innovation



Canadian 
Innovation



Canadian 
Innovation



Agriculture – 
Equipment Leaders



Agriculture - 
Crops



Food



Food 
Processing



3.  The Benefits of Co-ops



Suggestions



1. The Plan





The Great 
Philosopher

Mike Tyson



2. 



New Generation Leaders



Engage with the future leaders  





3.  

A Role to 
Play



Th

Its’ a Changing World
If you’re not moving forward, then 

you’re going backwards 



albertawheat.com
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